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ALL IN THE FAMILY

2008 FLORIDA LEGISLATURE MAKES MAJOR
CHANGES TO THE FAMILY LAW STATUTES

Florida State lawmakers made modifications in our statues that
call for the concept of custody to be replaced with parenting plans,
and for time-sharing to replace visitation.

While elements like property insurance,
higher education and guns at work received
most of the publicity during the 2008 Florida
Legislative Session; state lawmakers also
made some substantial changes to Chapter
61, the statutes that govern Family Law.

The concept of child custody has been
changed. Primary Residential Care and
Secondary Residential Care have been
replaced with Parenting Plans and
Time-Sharing.

A Parenting Plan is a required document
that outlines the relationship between a
mother and father concerning decision
making with regard to minor children, and
includes a time-sharing schedule.

The Time-Sharing Schedule, which is now
mandatory, specifies the time; including
overnights, weekends, and holidays that
children will spend with each parent. Also
included is how often and the method of
technologies that the parents will use to
communicate with the children. Once a
parenting plan is developed and agreed to
by the parents, it must be approved by

the Court. If the parents cannot agree,

the schedule will be established by the Court.

“The legislature made changes that more
closely resemble what we’re trying to

convey to our clients,” said Gary Williams,
Attorney and Founder of The Law Firm for
Family Law. “Keeping both parents involved
in all aspects of the child’s life is something I

ask my clients to remember even though their
relationship with the other parent has changed.”

The Family Law Section of the Florida Bar
is praising the changes saying that the new
language will hopefully reduce litigation that
arises from these “arcane terms.” They are
also forming a committee to develop their
own proposed Form Plan. However, others
feel that clients will not be able to afford the
extra parenting plan arrangements.

“For years we in Family Law have been using
the older terms, this presents a shift in mind-set,”
Williams said. “Instead of trying to win custody
battles, we can work together for the best
parental sharing arrangement.”

The last change included the removal of Special
Equity in the disbursement of marital property.

Previously, when a person brought a marital
asset with income earned before the marriage,
that person could claim a special interest to that
asset and have that money factored in to the
equitable distribution.

Now, special equity does not exist. This means
that once an asset is claimed as marital property,
it will be distributed as equally as marital

property.

“Even though the changes went into effect
October 1, there are still questions from
attorneys and judges alike,” Williams said.
“Hopefully we’ll have distinct guidelines in the
near future.”


http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-divorce/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-alimony/
http://garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-child-support/
http://garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-child-custody/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-equitable-distribution/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-relocation/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-modifications/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-enforcement/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-domestic-violence/
http://www.garywms-law.com/aop/clearwater-appeals/
http://www.garywms.com/PracticeAreas/Estate-Planning.asp
http://www.lawfirmforfamilylaw.com/medicaid_qualification.php
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THE LAW FIRM FOR FAMILY LAW HAS EXPANDED AND IS PLEASED
TO WELCOME GENEVIEVE H. TORRES AND CALLIE RENEE WEED
AS ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY'S.

Mrs. Torres received her Law Degree from Stetson University
College of Law where she was a member of the Phi Delta Phi
honors society. Due to her outstanding contributions and studies in
Elder Law, Mrs. Torres received the Matthew Bender Elder Law
Book Award. An avid tennis player, Mrs. Torres competed for the
University of South Florida in Tampa where she earned her B.A. in
Political Science and graduated cum laude. Mrs. Torres was born

and raised in Montreal, Quebec and also speaks French. Mrs. Torres
practices in the fields of Family Law; Divorce, Child Support,
Child Custody, Marital Law, Marital Litigation, and Elder Law.
Mrs. Torres is a member of the Florida Bar and of the American and
Clearwater Bar Associations.
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Ms. Weed received her Law Degree from Stetson University
College of Law where she founded the Family Law Society and was a
member of Stetson’s Moot Court Board and Trial Teams. She also
served as a Public Service Fellow and a guardian ad litem. Ms. Weed
earned the Raphael Steinhardt Award for character, leadership and
community service, and the Victor O. Wehle Award for Trial
Advocacy.  She also earned the Henry Latimer Center for
Professionalism Student Professionalism Service Award awarded to
one Florida Law student a year. Ms. Weed earned her B.A. in
International Affairs from University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
and graduated with honors. Ms. Weed practices in the fields of Family
Law, Divorce, Child Support, Child Custody, Marital Law, Marital
Litigation, and Adoption Law. Ms. Weed is a member of the Florida
Bar and of the American and St. Petersburg Bar Associations.
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THE LAW FIRM FOR FAMILY
LAW CELEBRATES NATIONAL
ADOPTION MONTH WITH
THE 1ST ANNUAL
NIGHT OF SHARED JOURNEYS

The month of November is National Adoption
Month and to celebrate, Project Patchwork held
the 1st Annual Night of Shared Journeys the
Mahaftey Theater. With the addition of new
associate attorneys, The Law Firm for Family
Law added Adoption Law as a practice area and
was one of the sponsors for the event.

“We support Project Patchwork because they
are making an impact on children in Pinellas
County who need a permanent loving family,”
Attorney Gary Williams said. “They have a high
degree of respect for the entire adoption process;
and the adoption triad of the adoptive family,
the birth family and the child.”

Night of Shared Journeysas a free community
event where individuals, including speakers
Tammy Briant, Nanci Done, and John
Stockham, shared their stories about their own
adoption experiences.

“Our vision has always been to have a
celebration during National Adoption Month but
this is more than just a celebration,” Executive
Director of Project Patchwork Maria Bates said.
“This is a chance for us to educate the
community. We believe adoption is a journey
and not an event. We want people to get a sense
of what the adoption is like over a lifetime.”

“The Law Firm for Family Law is proud to be a
part of this night with Project Patchwork,”
Williams said. “We plan to continue working
with them in the future.”

THE LAW FIRM FOR FAMILY
LAW LENDS ITS HAND TO
THE MARTY LYONS
FOUNDATION CHARITY GOLF
TOURNAMENT

With many Americans celebrating Columbus
Day on Monday October 13, The Law Firm for
Family Law helped sponsor the Marty Lyons
Foundation’s 3rd Annual John Brogle Golf
Outing and Chapter Fundraising Event at with
the Pasadena Yacht and Country Club.

The Law Firm for Family Law was the title
sponsor for the golf carts used by the
participants in the tournament.

“We’re happy to give to an organization that we
believe in and that does so many things for ill
children,” Attorney Gary Williams said. “We
have an ongoing commitment as a local family
law firm to do what we can to support local
charities and foundations including not only the
Marty Lyons Foundation, but also the
Community Law Program.”

As its mission, The Marty Lyons Foundation
seeks “to fulfill the special wishes of children
chronologically aged three (3) to seventeen (17)
years old, who have been diagnosed as having a
terminal or life threatening illness by providing
and arranging special wish requests.”

The Marty Lyons Foundation has granted last
wishes by taking children to Disney World,
allowing children to meet celebrities like Steven
Spielberg, Tom Cruise, and Chris Rock, and
even helped another teenager share her poetry
with the world by publishing it in her own book.
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with the changes that come to their lives in the area of
family law and doing so with Professionalism, Integrity and
Compassion.

We practice exclusively in the areas of Family, Marital and
Elder Law. We handle cases in virtually every area of these
types of law whether it’s a divorce, a children’s issue like a
parenting plan or time sharing agreement, a child support or
visitation problem, getting your affairs in order with a will
or trust, planning an estate, or protecting the assets of a
loved one facing long-term nursing home care. We
recognize that each of these areas presents its own unique
challenges to you as you are trying to cope with the changes
that are occurring in your life or that of a loved one.

“My goal in opening The Law Firm
for Family Law was to create an
environment that would allow us to
develop long term relationships
with our clients. The Law Firm for
Family Law is a place where you
can feel comfortable, safe and
valued as a client.”

www. LawFirmForFamilyLaw.com

This newsletter is designed for general information only. The information presented in this document
should not be construed to be formal legal advice, nor the formation of a lawyer/client relationship.
Before any clients hire any attorney, they should make sure they ask the attorney for a written
statement of his/her experience and qualifications.
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